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Conitain'd in his 5 


Sermon and Preſervative. 
IJ HE Church in all Ages has been troubled, 


either by the Clergy 's aiming too high and 
challenging to themſelyes Power and Pri- 


viledges which their Maſter never intended to give 


them, or, on the other Hand, by thoſe who out of 
2 too great Senſe of this Enormity, or excited by 
more wicked Motives, have endeavoured to ſhake 


off the Authority of the Church intirely, and there 


never was a viſible Society upon Earth ſince the 
Time of the Apoſtles that was ſo ſtrong a Bulwark 
againſt both thoſe Extreams as the preſent national 
Church of England, who takes care to preſerve to 

the Miniſters of Chriſt that Authority and Dignity - 
of which our Saviour himlelf poſſeſt them, which the 
Apoſtles and firft Chriſtian: Miniſters aſſumed, and 
which is ſo eſſential to Religian, that without it 
Libertines, Enthuſiaſts: and © Independants, would 


make Havock, not only = the Church, but of Re- 


ligion 


(4) 


1 ion itſelf; and 3 this ſame Church of w 
ty Church 


who ſo zea 1 reſerves 1 and 


G erament.! ſuch 
A* eticks,.. Schilmaticks and $206 jw, 


It is | > res; attack 4 b, by, is ſo moderate as not to af 
ſume any Power that the moſt nice Examiner into 
the Priviledges of the Clergy contain d. in Scripture, 
haz reaſon to find jault with. 


145 a ParaAcn of e Bo Fi run 
717 & Re r = inking, 
and toact for thoſe Principles to ef 93-4 their particu- 
lar Humour inclines-them, with the utmoſt Violence. 
It is 5 the 1 of deſi . intereſted Men 
Ha ma nfs une, by 970 ing themſelvss at the 
ea of. Tait Act by Humour, and 'when 
. and Intereſt are 1275 'd, there. i is nothing 
but Men, led by thoſe two powerful Motives, wi 
attempt ; "and it is no wonder to find the Church of 
England, «who like the Golden Mean, ſtands betwixt 
two Extreams,-batter'd upon both Sides with all the 
Fury, and undermined th all the Cunning of two 
{elt-conceited headſtrong, intereſted Enemies. Ba 
one whereof would have Us return with the D 

to the Vomit, and ſubmit to the Voak of Aol 
and implicit Faith, a burden which neither we nor 
our Fathers were able to bear. And the other would 
rob the Clergy of all its lawful” Sb al and Dig- 
nity, and turn the Church to L State Anarchy, 
the other Extreme: 
Theſe two Extremes, as ſachs are equally blameable, 
gliongh: the latter tends more directly to the Subver⸗ 
ſion of Religicn then the former, in that it ſtrikes 
downright att! e Clergy, the only: means under God, 
and by*h1m-appointed- for propagating and preſer- 
ving Religion in the World; and this the' Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, and all other ſort of Infidels of whom this 
Age is ſo Fertile: ſeem to:know very well by their 
a ways 10yning; themſelves ta that Party. Our Sa- 
Prue te tells us pore the Children - of this id orld ard 
1 O Nn 3 i ſer 

8 ; 2 ; We 


'% 


=> 


11 
419. 


( 


wiſer in their Geveration, , thanx the Children 


, , Light; 
and his Words eee yercfied 1. ene 
a dar Age; for thoſe who are really good Chriſtians 
sand well-wiſhers of the (Clergy, are nevertheleſs not 
WM Half fo Active in their defence, as the others are in 
endeavouring to beat doum that Bulwark Ka 
2 WW Contuſion, Atheiſm and Infidelity, the Clergy of 

| nur wean 7 tt 
It is not conſiſtent with my Deſign qt this Tung 
„ to Wang upon the Conduct of that cunning Party, 
I all only obſerye, that conſidering what Members 
* WW it is made up of, which are chiefly Infidels, we need 
not doubt but they will endeavour to carry an their 
© 8 Dcfigns per fas & nefas, and indeed we find that as 
4 their Deſign is to o rerturn. Religion, We 
7 this execrahle End lbelide many other Ways) by the 
- I Breach of Vows and Truſt, and by laying aſide 
S common Honeſty it ſelf; neither will this Allertion 


appear raſh, if we conſider their Principles; nor in- 
deed is there any Place for doubting it, ſince in Fact 
vaſt Numbers of almoſt profeſsd Enemies to our 
Church, do not only communicate with, and con: 
form themſelves to her, but alſo liſt themſelves in 
her Ser vice, on purpoſe to be able the more effectu- 
ally to do her harm: Of all others this is the moſt 
dangerous Kind of Enemies, both becauſe they can 
be bound by no Ties, and becauſe their Manner of 
urting is hardeſt to prevent, being ly, hidden, and 
nder Truſt, and therefore it is of this Sort of Men 
I! honeſt People and Lovers of the Church ought 
hiefly to take Care. | N | 
It is ſo very certain that ſuch corrupt Brethren are 
ept into the Church, ſo hard to diſtinguiſh them 
om others, and at the ſame Time ſo very neceſſary 
) beware of their Practices, that it is very 
uch the Intereſt of our Clergy to endeavour to 
uſh and diſcountgnance in the Beginning any. 
octrine ws Soc. tending that May, Jet it come 
om what Hand it will; and it's ng reg. 
= 


ww ne oo Wa. LY 4 


is 
- 


Md 


An Thc has ſo wh F eaſon to be afraid of 
this Dat 


— 


Patiger, that ſome of its Members might be apt 
Da the eee Epe n of Neffen 
Men, if tending that Way for deere 1 Artifices. of 
that darigerons Party, and to ſüſpect that they came 
From 2 wicked Hand, when perhaps they are but 
Ways of Speaking, -ariſing from particular Ways of 
Thinking, or Inadvertenſy. and this I am inclin d to 
Helieve 18 che Caſe with the Scandal that was taken 
by ſome at a Sermon lately peach d by the preſent 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor, which has made ſo much 
| Noiſe * but whatever be in that Matter, the Doc - 
trine it felf is dangerous, and tending directly to 
to the Ruin, not only of our Church in Particular 
but of Religion in General, and eſpecially, hurtful 


and dangerous to his preſent Majeſty's Perion, Fa 
mily ant Government, and it's for this laſt Tendence 

ef the Biſhop's Doctrine, that I cannot allow my 
felf to entertain ſo much as a Thought, of his ha - 
vying deſignedly preach d Doctrinę tending that Way. 
Therefore I impute what he ſaid, altogether to his 
Inadvertence, and am Confident, as ſoon as he fully 
reflects and conſiders what he has ſaid, he will prefer 

art ingenious Confeſſion of his Miſtake, ta the wil- 

ful maintaining what he has ſaid. in Oppoſition to 
that Reverend Society, of which himſelf is a Mem- 

ber, especially ſeeing the Doctrines themſelves ſeem 
po barefacd, as wou'd put out of Countenance any 
— DPiffenter, but an Infidel. | FL oY Þ 
I I)ie Fxpreſſions he makes uſe of are ſo plain, and 
the Tendence of them all to the Hazard 4 his Ma: 
jeſty's Perſon, Family, and Government ſo Certain 
that What, is ſaid by the Bihop in his Sermon and 
 Preſervative, more really tend to endanger the Roya 
Family, than the Church it ſelf, which ſeems ſo bare 
facedby attatkd by him, and the deſigning an 
thing againſt the preſent Government, being to di 
rely cbntrary to the general receiv d Character 
that Prelate. - If I can make appear that the ſtrong 
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— E geulider d. and tirat it is alb to be put 
npon the Scbreſ bf. ee ee it is very pro- 
bable tnt ithe-Biſhop- did fot: think? of ther Ten- 
dence of his —— 1 — bye Po 
Government, at e to alle 
that he delten d in — the bored and 
conſequently chat Chaviry and, Regard dae 70 his 
Offs pbliges us t7 think ſo, yet ĩt is impeiſible for 
us to —— him altogether free of Blameg for it is 
3 iy to ee bad to preach © Doctrines that 
taken for Sony 2a5thoſe-dan« 
. 5 they ate read to be 
taken zit is as ſurely 8 to * Appearaiices 
3 
t "A: y in a Biſhop, 
this Fault the B. lat leaſt Bop nd, 
ſinse the igenerul s de de Saad 
Mattet: beyond and that thoſb ah were 
foaritaliz'd at the on, und whith'T-atknowleds 
my 3 — — D 
out? (1 roceed> to- w-':vwnhat angerotms 
wines, or at ny ty, 'fo1 9 Micha} 
honh, 2 2ifthyf 12 1.8 8113's (11. 203 1 
Ir has been g — alloie'd in all ges and hir 
ab secs of Chriſtians, ſorhe Enthuſiaſts! ol yiew- 
cepted, that /befide the! Internal part of Religien, 
which he Of only in tlie Heart — Will: and is 
. ef there is an External, though only 
yet no leſs à part of Rel! ion than 
the fortner, y' DRY ſo univerſally received, if there 
were nd other reaſon yet its being , ere 
make an} Body Cautions in reje ging it but befit 
in 2 WIR, not only the "univerſal Cenſent ot 
| fans agreeing to believe ſome Externa} Thines 
wap of Ne i a of inclines us to belleve 8 
but the rte 10 EN: ; the Sacke- 
4 ments 


tines for Which 
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f er ud e Whether theſe Words'by the common Laws 
if Diſcourſe can be underſtòod only to-regard ſome 
particular, Superſtitions; or indeed can mean afty 
Thing elſe, than in general to exclude All External 
hings, from being a Part of Religion, and ſuppoſt 
t were allow'd that it were poſſible to put the firſt 
Penſe upon theſe Words, was it not far wrong to 
ake uſeè of Words ſo very ready to receive ſuch a 
dangerous Senſe, and only a poſſibility left for an 
ingenious witty Man to put upon them ſome innocent 
Meaning; but to exclude all poſſibility of cxplany 
ng or. underſtanding his Words otherwiſe, himſelf 
zxcludes the External Part from the Expoſition he 
gives of Religion. Page 5. Religion in St. James bis 
Days. was Virtue and Integrity as to bur ſelves, am 
batity and Beveficence to others, Ja. 1. 27. The Words 
ff the Apoſtle in that Place are, Pure Religion and 
an; av before God, and the Father, is this to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widows in their Afliction, aud to keep 
b:mſelf unſpotted from the World. 71 St. James 
ays, that viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows and 
eeping ones ſelf unſpotted from the World is pure 
Religion, 1 hope it cannot be infer'd that it is all 
Religion, any more than if I fhould ſay a Horſe is an 
inimal, I could be underſtood to Exclude any other 


akes the Words of the Apoſtle this Way, and thinks 
e has given a full Notion of the whole meaning of 
he wor, [gow aj by Warrant from Scripture, in ex- 
laining it to be only Virtue and Integrity to cur ſelves, 
1d Charity and Beneficence to others. „ 

Virtue and Beneficence, Charity and the like, are 
terms always made uſe of by thoſe who would gild 
yer new and dangerous Doctrines with a ſpecious 
retence to thoſe good 'Qualities, which Doctrines 
ery oft not only reject other neceſſary Duties, hut 
Ifo in Effect, endanger thofe Chief and Fundamen- 
al Farts of our Duty, by the Extraordinary pre- 
ce with which they 2 varn int. It is a ſad _ 


AY PAR RPDS, 


pecies from being Animals; and yet his Lordſhip 


E 


ES | 353 ba. 
that one of thoſe whoſe. Duty it is to. preach Reli. 
gion, ſhould exclude from it, not only the External Part} 
ut every thing that is not contained in theſe Words 
of St. Fames, which are not deſigned for an Explana- 
tion of the full Meaning of the word Religion, for 
they do not comprehend Faith, the moſt principal 
Part and the very Foundation of Religion, beſides a 
great many other Parts belonging to Internal, and 
the whole of External Religion, and yet the Biſhop 
propoſes the Words of the Apoſtle, as by himſelf ex: 
cd, to be the full Senſe and Expoſition of the 
Word Religion, and rejects all other Parts of it as 
only falſe Gloſſes upon the Word, introduced by the 
Ignorance of ſome, and the PajSons and bad Deſigns o 
others, as kimſelf expreſſes it 
What a Paſs. are Things now come to, when a 
Chriſtian Biſhop can mince Religion ſo much, as 


* 


hardly to leave us Heatnen Morality behind; but - 
the Reſpect I have for his Character makes me forryM.. ©? 
that the Vindication of Religion, a ſtronger Motive wk 
ould have oblig d me to ſay ſo much, and forbid A 45 
me to purſue this Point any father by raiſing ſuch 4 


Reflections as would naturally fall into this Place. 
.-- Thus likewiſe, ſays our Author, pag. 6. The Wor: 
ip of God to be paid by Chriſtians was in our Saviour! 
time, and in his own plain Words, the worſhiping «| 
God in Spirit, and in Truth. The Words of our $a 
viour ſpoken of, Import no more but to tell the Ma 
ner in which the Worſhip of God ought to be pe 
form'd, to wit, in Spirit and in Truth, and does n. 
ſo much as ſeem to be given as a full Expoſition « 
the Luty of Worſhipping God, and yet as ſo intend 

ed our Author takes it; it's true he does not ſo {yl 
nally reje& the external Part of Worſhip. as he dd 
external Religion: But having fully and formal 
rejected external Religion, as a corrupt Senſe of th 
Word, and bringing in Worſhip as the next Inſtan 
of Words corrupted in the ſame Manner he conten! 
himſelf to give the Expoſition of it, and ad 


C31)... 


at _ 1 | 
an Hearers to Judge that he rejects any Part of it not 
: ©. contain d in that Expoſition, as corrupt Notions ; and 


-omits the Fulneſs of reaſoning for, and ſupportin 


his Meaning of the Word Religion before, and there 
needed no more be done to put the two words Religion 


one after the other as a parallel Inſtance of the ſame ſort 


derſtood to reject the External Part of the Duty ot wor- 
ſhipping God 1n the ſame manner as he rejected Exter- 
nal Religion ; and indeed how can we underſtand hun 
Wotherways, ſince External Worſhip is a Part of External 


no Religion, which he ſo plainly rejects as a Corruption, 
"Sa That which we are taught in the next Place as the 
tune and true Meaning of the Word Prayer, ſeems 
1:10 rob us of that Fervour and Devotion, which in the 
duc Pinion of all Chriſtiars ought to be comprehended 
Un the Notion of that Duty, beſides all the External 


Parts of it as it relates to Time, Place and cther Cir- 
mſtances ; all the Ingredients he gives us to make 
ip a full Notion of the Nature of that Duty is, that 
ought tobe periorm'd with Calmneſs and Undiſturb- 
eſs of Mind, and really conſidering the many Sins 


Penk it's hardly to be ſuppoſed we can retain that 
5 1 galmneſs and Undiſturb'dneſs of Mind the Biſhop re- 
4k ures if we perſorm that Duty aright. Neither isover 
© uch Fervency, the Fault of ſo many People in per- 
8 x drming that Duty, that it needs ſo much to be 
I arded againſt, nor too little the Fault of ſo few, 
© oh lat there needed not one word of Fervency and De- 
tand tion be put in the Expoſition of it. But this Way 


interpreting the Duty of Prayer is conſequential 
his Expoſition of the words Religion and Worſhip, 
's own Words, page 7 and 8. are, Prayer in our Lori. $ 
rreatons about it, and particularly in that Form which 
bimſelf taught his Followers, was a Calm undifturbed 
B 2 1 Addreſs 


that Senſe in this Place for Brevity, becauſe it would 
have been the very ſame he made uſe of to ſupport. 


and Worſhip upon equal footing, than to introduce the 


of Corruption with Thus li lemi ſe, ſo that he muſt be un- 


e have to confeſs, and pray to God to forgive, 1 
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infer any Thing from all this, but that the Meaning of i 
was to teach that Calmneſs and Undiſturbꝰdneſsof Mind 


ground an Excuſe for thus leaving out Fervency and 


- Bot tobe look d upon as want of Diſtinctneſs of Thought 


- All, and inſtead of the Thing itſelf, gives us only at 
Effect of it, 15 you Love me, ſays our Lerd, Keep n 
wh; 


re is no Hearer, I preſume, could 


in our Addreſs to God, is all that's needful to be in. 
cluded in the Notion of Prayer; and whatever Am 
biguity in any Fxpreſhon of what I have Cited, may 


Devotion from the Expoſition of the Duty of Prayer 
ſuch an Ambiguity ought rather to be underſtood aff 

deſigned Art ifice to ſcreen the Author from the blamq 
— knew, he ſhould get for Preaching what; he couliſ 
not but be conſcious to himſelf was Wrong and oughtf 


. "I 


or Expreſſion, capable to raiſe the ſame Least af 
Things in his Hcarers, which he defigued, ſince hi 
x movin es ys he Labours under no Infirmityf 
of that kind, „ WEI 

le has hitherto given us but a Part, inſtead of the 
whole Notion, of ſuch Duties ag he Explams, yet il 
what's paſt, he has ſtill given us the moſt conſide 
rable Part; but now when he comes to Treat of th: 
Love of God, he hardly gives us any Part of it af 


Commands, ch the Biſhop thus Explains, page d 
The Love of God and our Saviour. was at firft, in by 
owe Words, aud thoſe of S Joby many tief / hee, 


* Pas ere ere nee ea ere 34 HI ce 


zs no doubt but the keeping God's. Commands is the 
genuine Effect of loving Him; and. to conſider the 
Kr ion of keeping his Commands, which conſiſts 
- moſtly in Acting, and the Not ion of loving 


us, a perfect Willingneſs, to do, or ſu 


Chriſtians beſides hunſelf, take it in; For Chrift tells 


. 


-(.13.) 


beeping bis Commandments, or the doing bis Will Thens 


” = # i Ee 


which is a Paſlion, the Expoſition of the Words: al 


feem ſtrange, ſince they ſo cleatly mean, that the 


keeping the Commands, is the Effect of the Love of 
God, not the Thing itſelf: It's true, we are Com- 
manded to love God, and conſequently the Love of 
God, may come in, under theGeneralNotionof keeping 
the Commands, as a Part of it, but the Senſe of the 


two Duties will never anſwer together, ſo as. the one 
to be a full Explanation of the other; for the Love 

of God is that «fon and Affection of the Soul, by 
which conſidering C 


God, as the Chief Good, we love 
him with the greateſt Intenfiteſs of Defire we are car 
pable of; and this Diſpoſition of Mind, produces in 

: fler whatever 
that Superlatively good Being Commands us; whereas 
the obeying of God's Commands, is the actual Pertor- 


mance of what is commanded by him, and is as 


different from the Notion of Love, which is a Paſſion, 
as any two Things can be; ſo that the Biſhop's Ex- 
poſition of the Love of God, Inſtead of giving ug 
a clear Idea of it, deſtroys it quite, and were I not res 
folv'd to believe no ſuch Thing of a Biſhop, I ſhould - 


from this Expoſition of the Love of God, which he 


ives us, conclude, that he either downright 


Preached what he knew to be Wrong, or deſigned at 


leaft to be ſo underſtood, for after having given ug 
this Expoſition, and Senſe of the Word, he ſays, 
That the Name till kept up in the Language of Chriſtians, 


i, far removed from the Thing firſt, and principally in- 


tended, and is come by Degrees to fignifie a violent Paſ- 
ſev, Commotion and Extaſie. This is indeed a Senſe 


of the Word, as I before obſerv'd, far removed from 


the Biſhop's, but yet is the Senſe that I believe al 


. 
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ment and Interpretati 10N o 
mon and ordinary Guide, that 5 {till depended up- 


-. % 


(14 


EY That the irÞ and greateſt Command is to Love the 
*Lord our God, with all our Strength. Now Love is a 
Jakey,, and to extend that Palſion as far as our 
neth can go, is the Way to Love God aright, 
Jin ik if this Way be far different from the Biſhops own 
Words of Paſhon, C>mmotion and Extaſie, which he 
ives as te Corruptions Men have put upon the 
Word, I leave the Reader to Julge. - 


Pe AInſtances, not only to ſbew the Evil it ſelf, 

T I ſuppoſe he means. the Evil of Underſtanding, thole 

he bas explained in a different Senſe from 

what he has given us; but alſo to give Occaſion to ob- 
12 that there can be 1b 715 to cure it in briftians 

nt to go back to the New ament itſelf, fs, 


There along we Pall find the Origi al Intention of ſuch © 


Words. 


. Sf. + 


When the vaſt Enormities and Abufe bf Power 7 


- uſirp'd by the Clergy of the Church of Rome forc 


us to ſeparate from them, by oppoſirg our private 
Judgment to their Authority, it was fo far from 
ing our Meaning to end, upon private. Ju ds. 


on our own Clergy, as the Means appointed by God 
for interpreting and telling us the true Meaning of 
Scripture, and for exerciſing the whole Sacerdotal 
Functiof; and theught our Rue bound in Conſci- 
ence to receive their Senſe of the Scripture, and be 
frbject Xo. hem in Spirituals, only with this Re- 
ſerve, ey impos' 

to the * of God upop us, Our Fore fathers the 
Reformers v ell conſider d, that thoſe poſit ive Com- 
miſſions and Ccmmanc's given to the Clergy, to 


' Preach, Teach, Interpret, Cenſure, Adminiſter the 


Sacraments, and Abſolve, and the Promiſe of being 


with them to the En! of the World, together wit 
the poſitive: Co 
ander Paih of beir 8 anathematiz d, and aſſuring 


mmand to the Laity to > Year them 


them 


Our Author now Ps, us, that he has given the 


Scripture, for our com- 


notFing downright contrary 


them , that Faith came | 2 hearing the Church; 1 
fay oüt Reformers were ſo well aware of this, that 
tho they would not allow the Meaning and Deſign 
of thoſe ample Commiſſions and Powers, to extend 
ſo far, as the extravagant Heights to *wiich the 
Church of Rome had brought them, yet they were 
not therefore to be underſtood as Nothing, and ha- 
ving no Effed, but were ſtill to be regarded propor- 
tionably to their true Meaning and Intent, which 
could be no leſs than to tell us, that the Clergy 
were the Means which God had appointed in the 
Church for inſtructing the People, and ann 


1 


| it 
If not ary 1 ans Orthodox Principles; and 
ac 


10 long a Time as it was from the firſt Broaching of 


333 ſo doing, which we muſt either do, or ſup- 
poſe that all that Time, no Boop at all was Tight, 
ractice, that they 


2 


A 


0 


* 


a 


att Right and they im 
ng; and we ſee that thoſe Orthodox Chri- 
hen the Abſurdities of the Doctrines df 
ergy. made it -abſolutely, feceſſary, choſe 
T: zment, only as applying 2 41 5 95 
ure to a de 4s Diſeaſe; and it's as unreaſonable 
for us upon their bein roblig'd in ſuch a Manner to 
make ne of private Judgment, immediately to take 
It for our common Rule, as in would be in a Man who 
Had been recover'd out of a dangerous Diſeaſe by a 
e Remedy, to make conſtant Uſe of that 
Wedicine far his ordinary Diet. 


= 


But eur Author lays aſide the Senſe and Meaning 
*6f this and all preceding Ages, and what they re- 
dei v d as the Interpretation of Words, is treated by 

Aim as falſe Ideas, that rather diſguiſe Things an 
hſtruct our Knowledge than teach us to know. In- 

Read then of abſolute Submiſſion to the, groſſeſt Abs 

N ities impos c | | 

we have here abſolute private Judgment, the contrary 


Dan vitant Multi vitia, in Contraria. currunt. Hor. 
Our Author does not reſerve explaining the Scrip- 
*tures, teaching the People, nor indeed any Uſe at 5 
tortheClergy. And the Laity, towhomthe Diſcourſe 
"3s directed, are taught to go back to the Nen Tefa- 
ment, and told that there alone they will find the 
True Interpretation of Words; it is indeed very com- 
mendable to ſearch the Seriptures, but it is not true 
that this is the only Way to come at the true Mean- 
ing of them, for we are told in Scripture, 2 Pet. 1. 
20, That uo Scripture is of private n 


a 4% 


and, 2 Pet, 3. 16. That there are in it many dat 


Places 


d upon us by the Church of Rome, 


4 . 
? | 5 7 x 
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8 Places which the Unlearned and Unſtable wreſt to their 
on n De ſtrulti on; tO avoid | which, we are command- 
it d to hear the Church, and tho' it be good to learch 
i he Scripture for this Reaſon, that nothing directly 
i- ontrary to them be wrongfully impos d upon us, 
dr et this is not the Means of God's Appointment for 
0% Interpreting the Scriptures, but the Clergy, whoſe 


zuſineſs it is, and who are commiilion'd and appoin- 


de el for this very e. 

to The foregoing Part of the Sermon, which ſeems 
ke o be deſign d for robbing Religion of all its exter- 
hy al Part, and teaching to depend only upon pri vate 


udgment for underſtanding the Scriptures, is only a 
Prelude to what follows, to wit, to rob us of a viſi- 
le Church, and indeed, in order to this, it was ne- 


nf llary to treat the receivd Opinions of all Ages and 
> ects of Chriſtians as Corruptions, and to eftabliſh 


lolute private Judgment as our ſole Rule and 
Wuide ; for if this had not been firft done, there 


o ould have been a great many untoward Obſtacles 
b. Mroceeding from the general receiv'd Senſe of Chri- 
i; ians in all Ages to hinder ſo great a Work. &1 
ry The Paſſage of Scripture made uſe of for warrant- 
g this Doctrine, is the Words of his Text, where 
rr Saviour fays, My Kingdom is not of this World : 
ow to comply with the Biſhop far, let us try 
p- Mc Meaning of this Text by private Judgment, and 
111 e what Senſe can be put upon it by that Rule: 
is e < find then, that the Jews had a Notion rooted in 
a. eir Minds, that the Meſſiah was to be a Temporal 
te ing, and was to deliver them from the Power of all 
n- Peir Temporal Enemies, and ſeeing by Chriſt's great 
te ME racles that he was the Meſſiah, they were once 
n- ing by Force to make him a King, and aslome were 


Wclin'd to have made him a King from this Notion 


A l ey had of their Meſſiah, ſo thoſe who Were his 
4 emies, by the ſame Notion, thought he had a De- 


; gn of uſurping Royal Authority. This was the 
Wain Article of the * they bronght _ 
* im, 


„ 


80 (18) 
him, and when he is ask d by Pilate, Art thou thi 
King of the Fews, he anſwers in the Words of thi 
Text, My Kingdom is not of this World. Of what the 

was his Kingdom? What elſe, than the Kingdom o 
Heaven ? It may be objected to this Interpretation 
(however natural it is) that by the Kingdom offi 
Chriſt is very often in Scripture meant the Church 
Town it; bat this is not the conſtant Meaning of i 
in every Place, and therefore there is no Neceſlityſ 
of our underftanding it ſo here, when the Contexif 
ſeems not to bear it; but if with our Author wil 
mall underſtand it to be the Church, let us ſee whatfi 
Doctrine is drawn from that Interpretation of the 
Words, that the Kingdom of Chriſt is the Church df 
Chriſt. Ve may be ſure, ſays our Author, p. 11. thai 
if we ſince, ely examine our Notion of bis Church by 
what be ſaith of his Kingdom, that it is not of thut 
World, we ſhall exclude out of it every Thing that h 
would have excluded, ard what remains will be tru, 
pure, and incorrupted. Here now lies the Matter; ex 
clude from your Notion of the Church every Thing 
that is of this World, and then you are right, believe 
the Church to be only the Number, Small or Great. ti 
thaſe who believ'd him to be the Meſiab, or of thoſi 
who ſubjected themſelves to him as their King in thi 


* 


Affair of Religion, as himſelf expreſſes it, p. 10. 
This now is a Notion of the Church, wherein all 
worldly Things are indeed excluded, for we have 
neither Clergy, Sacraments. Worſhip, nor any out- 
ward Thing whatever in this Noticn ; but was it the 
Biſhop's Deſign to exclude theſe Things from his No- 
tion of the Church? he has already told that we arc 
to go to the New Ieſtament alone to know the Mean- 
ing and true Intent of Words, and therefore we 
need no Clergy to interpret them to us, that we 
are to ſeparate from the Notion of Religion all the, 
external. Part, fo that we need neither Sacraments 
nor Churches, nor Times nor Manners of Worſhip : 
And indeed if theſe Things be fo, What need 1 ; 
_ | iets! 
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Xt the. iefts ? But leſt there ſhould remain any Doubt 
hether he meant us to have Prieſts or not, he tells 


am ol plainly, That no one of them (meaning Chriſt's 
ation objects) any more than another, hath Authority either 
moo make c Laws for Chrift's Subjects, cr to impoſe a 
mT enſe npon the old Ones, which is the ſam? thing, or to 


Fudge, Cenſure, or Puniſh the Servants of another Ma- 
er, in Matters relating purely to Conſcience or Sal va- 
ion. pag. 16. And tho' theſe Terms are ſo general, 
that they cannot without breaking the Laws of Diſ- 
courſe, be underſtood to be meant of that exorbitant 
Power the Church of Rome. has uſurp'd contrary to 


ch e the Word of God; yet leſt we ſhould be left any Poſ- 
; fbility of thinking he meant it ſo, he tells us plain- 
1 "8 ly pag. 15. That whether they happen to agree with 
. 4 "i him, or differ from bim, as long as they are the Law- 


ivers and Fudges, without any Interpo'tion from Chriſt 


br 1 either to Guide or Correct theſe Deciſions, they are 
u 0 Kings of this Kingdom, and not Chriſt Feſus. And leſt 
ow Nove ſhould here miſtake him again, and where he 


ſpeaks of Lawgivers and Fudges, without the Interpo- 
/ tion of Chrift, we ſhould underſtand thoſe who had 
Ino lawful Miſſion, he tells us plainly, pag. 13. That 


* the He himſelf never interpoſes ſince bis firſt Promulgation 
/ his Law. Here now is a Church without Clergy, 

1 a8 without Order or Diſciplin, every one left to his 

have private Judgment, to gather what Senſe from the 

ou'- Words of the New Teſtament he thinks fit, and no 

| the Power to Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh him in Matters 

e of Religion: For, firſt he tells us that no one of 


= Chriſt's Subjects any more then another, has Power | 
can to Interpret, Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh + Next he _ | 
tells us, that it is not his Meaning only to ſay they - | 
have not Power to do it, contrary to the Rules of 
the Chriſt himſelf in Scripture ; for he favs, That whe- 
ents ther they agree with Chriſt, or differ from him, it is all 
one, they are ſtill in the Wrong if they act any | 
1 thing without his immediate Interpoſition ; and leſt 5 
Its 8 we ſhould think he meant by that acting _— 
on 18 
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Je8s, without uſurping that Power which belongs uf 


Intention or Meaning, to put in any: ſuch Word. 


_ unnatural, they ſometimes forget them, a 


and Salvation, they are ſo far Kings in his Stead , and 


(20) | 
his Interpoſition, thoſe who had no lawful Miffion 
and Ordination, he tells us that Chriſt dbes not in 
terpole at all; ſo that no Body having his immedi 


ate Interpoſition, there can no Body: Interpret Scrip N 
ture, Judge, Cenſure, nor Puniſh any of Chriſt's Sub. 


im alone; and this whether there Interpretation, 
paJement, or Cenſure agree with Chriſt, or differ 
rom him, whether they be Right or Wrong.. If this; 

is not the. certain Meaning of the Biſhop's Words, 
which cannot be otherways underſtood, and if that 
Meaning does not utterly deſtroy a viſible Church, IJ 
leave it to every Body tofJudge: The Biſhop indeed 
Treaking of the Clergy's. Power to Interpret Scrip- 
ture, to Judge, Cenſure, and Pani'b, in ſome other 
Places throws in the Word Ab ſolutely, and yet ſpeaks Mi 
in ſuch a Manner, as to make his Neader abſolutely 
ain it had no other Meaning; than to be ſome 

:Ip towards the Anſwer, he could not but; ſeehe would 
be oblig'd to make, to thoſe, who would find Fault 
with his Doctrine, and that it was not at all in his 


 Naturam expellas furca tamen uſque recurit. Hor. 
The Artifices Men uſe. to conceal Things, being 
n 


inad- 
vertently tell their Mind, and fo it happens with 
our Author; for forgetting his Safeguard Abſolutely, 
he gives us his Meaning undiſguis d, in the Words 1 
T C 
And 9 097 2 e 7 8 "3 
e 14. he ſays. If any Men upon Earth have a Right 
9212 to the 4 of rus oc that is, to r 
the Number, er alter the Nature of the Rewards and 
Pumfhments of bis Subjects, in matters. of Cunfcierce, 


page 20. To apply Force, or Flattery, worldly Plea- 
ure, or Fain, is to-a contrary to the Intereſt: of true 
0 | J 


#4 5 aþÞ . 
deligion; which. is downright to ſay, that it is not 
145570 for the Civil Magiſtrates to Encmage Reli- 
gion, or Puniſh Trreligion in any. of his Subjects, or 
to maintain. an. Eſtabliſh'd Church; or Check the 
Growth of any Hereſies, within his Dominions; from 
all which Doctrines we can form no Notion of the 
Church, our Author would be for, but according to 
the Fe the Chaos, without» Form and 
TE | 

It were eaſy. to. ſay a great deal to ſhew: the Ah- 
furdity of theſe Doctrines, but as it is the beſt way 
to convince a Man that the Sun ſhines to ſhow it ts 
him, without any more ado; ſol believe all that can 
be ſaid to a Chriſtian againſt. thoſe Doctrines, is not 
Ja ſtronger Contutation- of them, then the Shewing 
chem purely as they are, and therefore L proceed, 

Tze Biſhop:comes to conclude all the Deſign of his 
ech dermon, page 28., where he tells us, That ſome pro- 
10 fe ſed Chriſtians, who contend: open y for ſuch an Au- 
lt Mt hority, as. indi ſpenſably obliges all around! them to- 

s Urity of Profeſgon ; that is, to profeſs even what they 
40 not, what t hey cannot believe to be tyus; this ſounds* 

Rb gr ofly, thatiotbers who think they att a'glorious Purt 
in 9ppo/mg ſuch an Enormity, are willing for their own* 
ales to retain ſuch an Authority, as ſrall:*cblidge Men 
ing to forbear the Publication and Profeſion of what they do 
ad- elieve, let them believe it of never - ſo great Impor- 
Fance. Thoſe, who he ſays oblidgeall around theim 
o Unity of Profeſſion, muſt, by being :ſo Characteriſed 
e underſtood. to be the Church of Rome. Thofe 
rthers, (who he ſays, for their own Sake; retain ſuck 
n Authority, as mall oblidge Men to forbear pro- 


elling what they do believe, and who think they 
ct a glorious Part. in oppoſing the Enormity of the 
urch of Rome), as we may ſee by this Deſeription 
Fre the Church of Erg and; for as none has more 
Feaſon to think they act a gloricus Part in oppoſing 
e Church of Rome, ſo none of its Oppoſſers retain} © 
ore Auchority than they, of which cur Author 
| Complai:s 
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Complains, that they retain too much for their own 
Sake ; and tells us, that both thoſe Churches and 
their Voctrines would egually have prevented all Refor- 


mat ion, where it bath been, and will for ever prevent it, 


where it is not already, pag. 29. 


„ ad if Religion, were intended „ 
Feͤor nothing elſe, but to be mended. Hudib. 


Hear now lies the whol: Matter; the Power which 
the Church of England has for her own Sake retain d, 
and which the Biſhop has ſh-wed to be Uſurpation of 
Cuanft's Power, hinders Reformation, not of Man- 
ners, which were to be deſired, but of ſuch Doctrines iſ 
as are maintain'd in the Church of England, contrary 
to the Rules given in this Sermon, which is the 
only Senſe his Words are capable of. This Reforma. il 
tion eught not to be hindred by the Miniſters of our 
Church; who 5 ap neither to Judge, Cenſure, nor 
e Civil Magiſtrate, who ought not 


$57 5 N 
7 18 


- 2 * 
1 7 


Puniſn, nor by t 


to uſe any Temporal Rewards or Puniſhments 
in the Affair Religion, tho' both Clergy * 


„ 


and Magiftrate ſhould be convinced, that under 


they agree with Chriſt, or difter with him, it is all 


one; ſo that it is not Lawful for the Clergy or Magi- 
ſtrate to.Interfere at all, tho we ſhould ſuppoſe our 
Church to be in the Right, and thoſe People in the 
Wrong, ſince it's eſtabliſh'd by our Author, that no 
one Man more than another, hath any Power to put 
2 Senſe upon Chriſt's Laws, to Judge, Cenſure, or 
Paniih Chriſt's Servants, in matters relating to Con- 
ſcience, or Salvation; whether they happen to agree 
with Chriſt, or differ from him; whether they be | 
Right or Wrong, it's Uſurpation at any Rate to do 
any Thing in Chriſt's Kingdom without his imme- | 
diate Interpoſition ; and ſince he never do's interpoſe | 


himſelf, it is Uſurpation to do any Thing at all: It 


is 


the Name of Reformation, is deſigned the De- 
ftruction of the Church, and Religion; for whether 


( 23 ) 
5. not then Lawful for our Clergy to hinder the 
' Crowth' of Hereſies, even ſuppoſed to be ſuch, nor 3s 
it Lawful for them to call for the Secular Arm, or 
| for the Magiſtrate to aſſiſt them, either as they are 
Fſtabliſhed, or in diſcourageing dangerous Doctrines, 


© which though they may be Conviction in ſome, 


yet in thoſe whoPubliſh and Teach them are generally 
deſfign'd for Nothing, but promoting Intereſt, or more 
wicked Ends. This is a new faſhion'd Sort of Paſſive- 
Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, which he teacheth the 
Clergy, that I think was never by any Man before 
his Lordſhip, ſet in fo clear a Light; and really, but 
for the Barefacednels of it, is what I could pronounce: 


very dangerous for the Church; but as it is, Ican ven- 


ture to aſſure his Lordſhip it will never take ; and 
as I ſaid before, will, I hope, rather do Service to the 


17 I Church, by rouzing the Zeal of her Members, then do 
her harm. 4 > 


The Nature of all Independant, or Atheiftical 
Principles, is to exclude Order, and all Ties which 
ſtrengthen and make up Societies, and tend to Con- 
= iofion, and therefore are not ſo ready to hurt an e- 
ſtablilh'd Church as they are to Poiſon the Principles 


jj Sram : g 
ot particular Perſons: For Anarchy andConfuſion,which 


thoſe Principles would naturally breed, are of their 
own Nature, unable to ſubſiſt in any Sort of Society, 
and conſequently unfit for coming in Competition 
with any other; and therefore thoſe People who are 
of ſuch Principles, having no Bottom of their own to 
ſtand upon, join with the Presbyterian Intereſt, as 
the moſt conſiderable of the Diſſenters, who have 
nothing worſe in their Character, than that they 
ſuffer ſuch People to join them, by which it ſeems, 


it the Devil would lend his helping Hand to deſtroy 


the Church, he wonld be welcome too. Theſe are 
our Church's Enemies, with the powerful Reinforce- 
of Independants, Deiſts and Atheiſts, more nume- 
rous and more dangerous than the Papiſts and Non- 
Jarors, the Bug- bears daily made uſe of by them up- 
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en al Oecaſions, and the Danger f the Church Is 


Notice of 'feems to do, but when thex gome lily to 
work, and under Pretence of ſpeaking ; — 7 Pope- 


than to diſcover what ſezms to be the main and moſt 


try'd in this Freſer vati ve. 


? 1 


( 22.) 
moſt from them,” not when they appear too ;barg- 
facedly, as the Sermon which IJ have been taking 


ry, or the Nonjurors, they drive any ſecret danges 


rous Deſign. I could not forbear (when I as upon Prin 
this Subject) to give all my Readers, ho are Lovers dow 


of the Church, this ſhort Account of the Nature of that 


the Enemies of it, that they may know he and Prin 
when to judge, whether or not the Church be in Danger, M Mer 
and the rather becauſe it leads me to what. I am,gom * 
to conſider, a Book written by the Lord Biſhop. of "4 
Bangor, intituled A Preſervative againſt the Princi- 

ples and Practices of th- Nourors, both in Church 
and State, which, tho' not fo barefac'd, is really 
more dangerous for the Church than the former. My 
Time will not alow me to ſearch any further in this, 


dangerous Deſigns of this Eſſay, which comes recom- 
mended to the World under the ſpecious Pretence of De 
faving us from that Sort of People who are ſo often 
very uſeful to ſerve for a Pretence and ſtalking ee 
Here, u to Shelter and Conceal other Deſigns; and 
indeed this ſeems to be the Character of this Piece, 
and if I could allow my ſelf to think that the Bi- 
ſhop would entertain anv Thoughts of doing Hurt to 
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Goſpel, for for this Reaſon, becauſe, by their Pregrhing 
en ther er the State, a Right of doin 
e to p Slayer and Port Itſel? 
being inbepäre ble from the Notion ot Government ; 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that any Power ; 
the Clergy, can be underftood to contract ; give are 
he Aabfüet that the State cannot lufficien pro 
ferve themſelves from the Seditious or Re 
Poctrines of the Clergy, without having Power to to 
deprive them when they find Occafion. This Ar 
ment . above Thirty Pages, fo often 
he &ho ange, alter and improve it, $i 77 a 
ſible of its cs Weak, and ftill endeavouring to make 
a plat pc e e 
this * 1Me, or 
the "Boone N beleben to my . Ferie 
permit OW. lowing his 
thro all the Turns and 9 — by which he Lens 
It; and ſince T have not Time for this, I 1. refer 
ſuch of my Readers, as queſtion this Matter to the 
Rrthop's Treatiſe, ike: Toe Pre er vat ĩ ve, upon r 
the Peruſal of which, they will fee, v fT tay; to be : 
ſtrĩcly true. 4k 
Has not the Secular Power the Sword in their 
Hand, and does not the Laws allow them to Puniſh 
any Clergy gymar that Preaches againſt the State, as. 
as any other. SubjeX ? may they not Impriſon, 
Rani 0 him to Death, as his Crime delerves, 
and the Safety of the State requires ? is not this the. 
beft Way to defend the State from ſuch Attempts, 
which-is the means God, and the Laws of Nations 
has appointed for that End but it ſeems it does 
not ſo well ſuit with oor. Author's. Deſigns; for the 
Forms of Convicting 'a Man of Crimes are tedious 
and hard, eſpecially when he is not Guilty, ex- 
cept the Proſecutors be put to the Trouble hiring | 
falſe Witneſſes, bribing or Influencing udges an 
2 : like, CUBAN tedious AYR, Wh 3 the K. 
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d or Man, adge ye? and though the Biſhop - 
ems to Magnifie the Secular Power in this Caſe, 
t I wiſh he would teach Doctrines as little contrary 
the Power of the Civil Ma iſtrates, as thoſe of 
Apoſtles, who tells e that refifieth them. 
n Damnation, becauſe they reſiſt the Ordinancs 
God. This they confirmed by their Practice, 
Iffering all patiently, without any Reſiſtance when 
eir Religion was in as great Hazard as the different 
inciples of the Civil Magiſtrate, or his violent 
jel' nation to perſecùte the Church, could make it. 
1 ay our Author would content himſelf with 
chin thas Doctrine,and eſtabliſh as great 3 
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4.5 „ 
If this Sermon of the Biſhop's. be intended to give 
cafion for a Trial of the Strength of the Parties, 
heit pi order to make a Judgment of the Practicableneſs 
any Party Revolution, it muſt be of another 
oniiftaind than diffolving a Parliament, or changing a 
1 in Miniſtry, both which are to his Mind, and wy 
1e greilimſelf has been ſo plain as to ſave me the Trouble 
nce t conjecturing what Sort of a Revolution, (or in his 
ars dn Words, Reformation) he i at. If this be the 
ned f ſign of the Sermon, whiehZhawever probable, I 
upon ll not affirm, I muſt ch Fe my Mind very far, 
in tha inftead of pronouncing the Biſhop inadvertent, 
ahce, I did before, will be inclin'd to judge him the ve. 
aganiM Reverſe. ores f . . 
A Word is enough to the Wile, and I need not, L 
nk, ſay any more to be underſtood,” neither need 

ut the Church of England and all her Wellwiſhers 
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